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Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 
sources  illuminating  aspects  of  this  most 
well-known  Presidential  speech 
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Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 

The  February  1894  issue  of  the  Century  Kagazlne  contained  an 

article  by  John  G.  Nicolay  entitled  "Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address."  This 

well  v.-ritten  and  factual  account  of  one  of  the  most  important  and  dranatic 

episodes  of  Lincoln's  life  created  considerable  interest  in  1894  and  is 

a 

today  considered  an  important  reference  source  hyj reputable  historian. 

John  Nicolay  illustrated  his  article  with  a  facsimile  of  Lincoln' 
Gettysburg  Address  which  consisted  of  twenty-nine  lines.    This  copy  of  the 
original  address  appears  on  two  sheets  of  paper  and  was  the  one  believed 
to  be  held  in  Lincoln's  hand  during  its  delivery.    The  first  page  of  the 
manuscript  was  written  in  ink  on  a  page  of  the  White  House  letter  paper, 
and  was  carried  by  Lincoln  in  his  pocket  when  he  went  to  Gettysburg.  The 
second  part  was  written  with  a  pencil  on  a  bluish-foolscap  paper,  at 
Gettysburg,  in  the  house  of  Judge  David  Wills,  on  the  morning  of  the  day 
the  address  was  delivered. 

On  January  19.  1894  Judge  Wills,  having  heard  that  Nicolay  was 
writing  an  article  about  the  Gettysburg  Address,  wrote  him  as  follows: 
"Judge  hcClean  told  me  last  evening  that  it  was  announced  that  you  were 
preparing  an  article  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  address  at  Gettysburg.    Years  ago 
I  wrote  out  the  facts  I  knew  about  it  &  they  were  published  in  some  of 
the  newspapers.    My  family  w£s  fully  acquainted  with  these  facts  (ivirs.  W. 
now  being  dead)  and  Mr.  DuBarry  the  Genl.  Supt.  of  the  I,  C.  R.  R.  who 
brought  Kr.  Lincoln  to  Gettysburg  in  his  car  6  was  with  him  from  the  time 
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he  left  'Washington  until  he  reached  here  4  stayed  with  me  sll  the  time 
Kr.  Lincoln  was  with  me.    I  send  you  the  enclosed  which  may  give  you  some 
light." 

The  enclosed  typewritten  article  signed  by  Villa  follows: 
"I  was  President  of  the  Soldiers1  National  Cemetery  Association 
at  Gettysburg,  having  organized  the  Association  in  July  I863,  shortly 
after  the  Pattle. 

"I  had  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  for  the  dedication  of  the 
Cemetery,  and  it  was  on  nay  official  invitation  that  President  Lincoln  came 
to  Gettysburg  on  that  occasion.    Edward  Lverett,  who  h-d  been  selected  to 
deliver  the  oration,  preceeded  the  ^resident  several  days,  and  was  my  guest. 
I  also  invited  the  President  to  my  house  and  he  arrived  there  on  the  evening 
of  the  18th  of  November,  I863.    After  spending  part  of  the  evening  in  the 
parlors  he  retired  to  his  room,    he  had  his  colored  servant,  William,  with 
him.    Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  the  President  sent  his  servant  to  request 
me  to  come  to  his  room.    I  went  and  found  him  with  paper  prepared  to  write, 
and  he  said  that  he  had  just  seated  himself  to  put  upon  paper  a  few  thoughts 
for  the  to-morrow's  exercises,  and  had  sent  for  me  to  ascertain  what  part 
he  was  to  take  in  them,  and  what  was  expected  of  him.    After  a  full  talk 
on  the  subject  I  left  him.    About  eleven  o'clock  he  sent  for  me  again, 
and  when  I  went  to  his  room  he  had  the  same  paper  in  his  hand,  and  asked 
me  if  he  could  see  Mr.  Seward.    I  told  him  Mr.  Seward  was  staying  with  flay 
neighbor,  ne*t  door,  and  I  would  go  and  bring  him  over.    lie  said  »Mo,  I'll 
go  and  see  him. ♦    He  went  and  I  went  with  him  and  Kr.  Lincoln  carried  the 
paper  on  which  he  had  written  his  speech  with  him,  and  we  found  Kr.  Seward 
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and  I  left  the  President  with  him.    In  less  than  half  an  hour  Mr.  Lincoln 
returned  with  the  same  paper  in  his  hand.    The  next  day  I  sat  by  him  on  the 
platform  when  he  delivered  his  address,  which  has  become  immortal,  and  he 

read  it  froai  the  same  paper  on  which  T  had  seen  hiM  writing  it  the  night 
before.    He  afterwards  made  a  copy  of  it,  of  which  I  have  a  facsimile  and 
have  had  a  photograph  of  it  taken.    There  are  but  two  or  three  changes  in 
this  copy  from  that  as  taken  by  the  stenographers  on  the  day  it  was  read 
from  the  platform. " 

As  early  as  September  10,  1885,  Judge  Wilis  had  written  to  William 
Watson  Gilder,  the  editor  of  the  Century  his  recollect' on  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  visit: 

"I  have  several  times  seen  the  statement  in  print  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
wrote  his  Gettysburg  speech  on  the  cars  on  the  way  frorc  Washington  to 
Gettysburg,  and  as  this  is  not  the  fact  I  propose  to  write  an  article  for 
your  journal  and  give  all  the  facts  about  it. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  was  my  guest  when  here  on  that  occasion  and  the  speech 
was  written  here  in  my  house  and  I  am  familiar  with  all  the  facts  about  its 
preparation,  as  I  was  president  of  the  Soldiers  National  Cemetery  which  he 
came  here  to  assist  in  dedicating.    He  conferred  with  me  all  about  it.  I 
know  all  about  its  preparation  and  all  he  said  to  M  about  it. 

"Besides  I  have  a  fac  simile  of  a  copy  of  the  speech  which  he 
afterwards  made  and  which  I  could  have  photographed  so  that  it  would  be 
lithographed  and  inserted  in  your  magazine  with  that  article.    This  would 
also  give  the  public  an  exact  copy  of  the  spe  ch  because  there  are  slightly 
different  variations  of  it  published. 
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"Shaii  I  prepare  such  an  article  and  will  you  publish  it?" 

As  an  afterthought  Wills  added  this  postcript  "Ex  Gov.  Curtin 
knows  the  speech  was  written  in  icy  house  as  he  was  here  at  the  time." 

Mr.  Gilder  apparently  submitted  to  Nicolay  the  wills  letter 
of  September  10,  18S5«    Nicolay  answered  Gilder  in  a  letter  dated 
September  19.  1365: 

"The  other  letter  (from  Hp.  David  Wills)  is  of  more  interest. 
It  is  true  that  Mr.  Lincoln  wrote  the  Gettysburg  address  (but  in  part 
only)  in  his  house.    The  original  ms.  is  now  lying  before  my  eyes.  Half 
of  it  is  written  with  ink  on  a  half  sheet  of  letter  paper;  this  the 
president  wrote  in  Washington  and  brought  in  his  pocket.    The  other  half 
in  pencil,  on  a  half  sheet  of  foolscap  (^4^iMl(4ie  size);  this  he  wrote 
in  mr.  'v'ills  house,  arid  1  was  with  him  at  the  time.    The  copy  which 
Mr.  V.ills  has  is  one  of  several,  of  the  revision  which  Lincoln  made  after 
his  return  to  Washington,    I  have  also  the  ms.  notes  of  the  revision 
before  me. 

"Kr.  Wills  therefore  is  not  2'amiliar  vrith  all  the  facts;  all 
that  he  has  which  is  new  is  probably  only  what  he  r ecoll octs  that  Kr«  Lincoln 
said  to  him.    This  might  or  might  not  be  useful  in  completing  or  rounding 
out  our  knowledge— it  will  probably  add  nothing  very  material. 

"(In  your  reply  to  Mr.  Wills  do  not  give  him  0/y  data.    lou  may 
use  your  judgment  as  to  the  advisability  of  bringing  out  his.)" 

On  January  20,  189<+  Nicolay  acknowledged  Judge  Villa*  letter: 

"Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  note  of  the  19th  inclosing 
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your  account  of  incidents  relating  to  Mr*  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address, 

"My  twenty  years  experience  of  somewhat  minute  examination  and 
criticism  of  war  history  has  deeply  impressed  upon  me  the  conviction  how 
liable  we  all  are  to  error  in  our  recollection  of  detailed  incidents  which 
occurred  thirty  years  ago.    Of  course  all  that  any  of  us  can  do  is  to 
honestly  state  our  impressions  and  the  written  contemporary  record  is  the 
only  reliable  arbiter  of  differences. 

"My  account  relating  to  the  Gettysburg  address  will,  I  believe 
be  printed  in  the  coming  lebruary  number  of  the  Century.  I  think  you  will 
find  upon  a  careful  reading  of  it  that  there  is  no  necessary  inconsistency 
between  what  2  have  there  written  and  your  relation  in  your  inclosure.  lour 
account  relates  to  what  occurred  in  the  evening,  ana  mine  relates  to.  what 
occurred  next  morning.    Both  may  be  substantially  true,  except  that  perhaps 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  evening  only  made  hasty  notes  of  the  closing  portion 
of  his  address,  which  he  copied  more  deliberately  in  my  presence  next 
morning • n 

As  Nicolay  had  been  one  of  Lincoln's  private  secretaries  everyone 
surmised  that  read  the  article  that  the  "battlefield  copy"  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  which  was  reproduced  in  the  February  18$&  issue  of  Century  was  the 
property  of  the  author— a  gift  from  the  sixteenth  president. 

There  the  matter  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  original  manuscript 
rested  until  after  Nicolay's  death  on  September  27,  1901,  when  an  unsuccessful 
search  was  made  for  the  valuable  document. 

On  October  31*  1908  General  uames  Grant  kilson  wrote  to  Miss  Belen 
Nicolay,  the  daughter  of  the  distinguished  author: 

"Hay  I  be  permitted  to  ask  who  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  the 
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the  precious  original  manuscript  of  the  Gettysburg  address  at  present. 

I  understand,  in  your  keeping?    My  purpose  in  making  the  inquiry  is  to 

learn  if  it  can  he  obi.alned  for  a  Lincoln  Loan  Exhibition,  contemplated 

by  the  Centei^ary  Committee  appointed  by  the  mayor  of  New  York,  of  which 

Mr.  Joseph  H,  Choate  is  the  chairman.    If  for  any  reason,  the  SUMF  of 

made 

the  priceless  relic  does  not  desire  his  or  her  name/ public,  it  may  be 
confided  to  me  confidentially,  and  with  a  view  to  preferring  the  above 
mentioned  request.    The  celebration  occurs  in  Feby.  1909*    Is  my  impression 
correct,  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  address  is  written  in  ink  on  two  half  sheets 
of  white  note  paper?" 

On  November  3»  1906,  lielen  .iicolay  answered  General  'Wilson  with 
the  following  letter: 

"1  very  much  wish  I  could  answer  your  question  as  to  the  where- 
abouts of  the  original  ms.  of  the  Gettysburg  Address.    It  was  given  by 
Mr.  Lincoln  to  my  father,  and  should  now  belong  to  me  as  his  heir. 

"V.'hen  a  search  was  made  for  it  after  my  father's  death  it  could 
not  be  found.    My  impression  is  that  it  was  put  inadvertantly  among  the 
mss.  which  did  not  belong  to  my  father  cut  were  only  in  his  custody.  They 
vera  returned  to  their  owner  the  Kon.  Robert  Lincoln  shortly  after  my 
father's  death. 

"I  did  not  know  at  that  time  the  Gettysburg  ms.  belonged  to  my 
father  personally  but  was  told  so  by  Secretary  Hay  several  weeks  after 
the  transfer  had  been  made.    The  boxes  containing  the  mss.  vere  then 
stored  at  the  State  Dept.  and  I  asked  him  to  have  the  search  made — which 
as  before  stated  was  fruitless. 
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"For  obvious  reasons  T  hesitated  to  go  to  Mr.  Robert  Lincoln 
after  the  boxes  were  sent  to  hia,  and  ask  to  be  allowed  to  go  through 
them  myself, 

"I  am  still  hoping  to  find  the  precious  ins.  among  my  father's 
papers— but  as  yet  its  whereabouts  is  a  mystery. 

"I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  father's  article  on  the  Gettysburg 
Address  which  answers  the  question  you  ask  about  the  paper  on  which  it 
was  written." 

Three  days  after  Helen  Nicolay  wrote  General  Wilson,  Robert  T. 
Lincoln  addressed  a  letter  to  her  dated  November  6,  1908: 

"We  are  having  a  good  many  inquiries  at  this  time  about  matters 
relating  to  my  father;  and  I  venture  to  trouble  you  to  ask  whether  you 
know  where  the  original  manuscript  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  is,  which 
your  father  used  in  "The  Century"  article  in  February, 1894,  which  I 
recently  had  reprinted  as  you  know.    i;e  must  have  had  it  at  the  tiiLe, 
because  there  are  lithographic  copies  of  the  two  separate  parts  of  the 
address . " 

In  answer  to  Robert  Lincoln,  Helen  Nicolay  wrote  on  November  9» 
1908:     "I  do  not  know  where  the  origixial  ms.  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  is. 
^t  is  a  mystery  that  has  puzzled  and  distressed  me  for  a  long  time.  Now 
that  you  have  asked  me  T  am  going  to  tell  you  the  whole  story. 

"As  you  are  aware  the  Lincoln  mss.  were  in  my  father's  custody 
at  the  time  of  his  death.    As  soon  as  possible  thereafter  I  turned  them 
over  to  Sec.  Hay  to  be  restored  to  you. 

"I  did  not  at  that  time  know,  what  Mr.  Hay  told  roe  shortly  after 
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the  transfer  was  made— that  your  father  gave  icy  father  the  original  ms. 
of  the  Gettysburg  Address— and  that  it  was  therefore  his  private  property. 
I  immediately  searched  among  his  papers  but  failed  to  find  it.    I  had, 
from  the  moment  of  Kr.  Hay  telling  me,  an  impression  more  or  less  indistinct 
of  finding  an  important  Lincoln  ms.  (which  one  I  cannot  say)  in  a  place 
apart  from  the  rest — thinking  it  was  out  its  place  and  putting  it  with 
the  others. 

"I  told  Kr.  Kay  this,  and  asked  him  (he  having  the  keys  to  the 
boxes  which  were  then  at  the  State  Dept . )  to  have  a  search  made .  How 
thorough  his  search  was,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing.  It  resulted  in 
nothing. 

"After  the  boxes  were  returned  to  you,  (I)  naturally  hesitated 
to  go  to  you  and  ask  to  be  allowed  to  go  through  the  boxes  in  the  hope  of 
extracting  one  of  the  most  valuable  documents.    So  the  matter  has  rested 
just  there.    Every  time  I  work  among  my  father's  papers  I  hope  to  find 
it— and  failing  that  I  hope  it  is  in  your  possession. 

"I  am  very  glad  of  a  chance  to  tell  you  how  the  matter  stands." 

Robert  Lincoln  replied  to  Miss  Nicolay  on  November  12,  1908: 

"I  have  your  note  of  November  9th,  and  am  very  sorry  indeed  to 
learn  that  you  do  not  know  where  the  original  manuscript  of  the  'Gettysburg 
Address'  no-  is.    VvTiile  I  did  not  know  it,  I  supposed,  what  you  tell  me, 
that  my  father  had  given  it  to  your  father.    I  did  not  wish,  of  course, 
in  any  way  to  obtain  it  for  myself,  but  I  thought  it  might  be  an  interesting 
object  in  the  temporary  exhibition  which  is  to  be  made  in  New  York  City 
an  the  anniversary  of  his  birth  next  year. 
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"It  is  of  course  a  very  interesting  paper  among  those  connected 
with  my  father's  history,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  it  cannot  now  be  found. 
As  I  have  been  a  number  of  times  in  communication  with  Mr.  Gilder  of  the 
Century  Company  about  various  matters,  I  have  therefore  written  him  a 
letter,  which  I  enclose  to  you,    nd  which  explains  itself.    If  you  approve 
of  its  going  forward,  I  beg  that  you  will  kindly  post  it.    It  may  be  that 
in  that  tray  it  can  be  traced.    It  would  seem  perfectly  clear  that  the 
Century  people  must  have  had  it  to  make  the  lithographic  copies,  and  as 
I  have  said  to  Mr.  Gilder,  their  files  ought  to  show  they  did  with  it 
afterwards,  as  it  is  not  likely  that  your  father  transacted  the  business 
with  them  orally. 

"The  papers  that  you  sent  Kr.  Hay  have  been  in  my  possession 
here  (Chicago)  for  a  good  while,  and  have  been  gone  over,  as  it  is  thought, 
pleat  by  piece,  and  I  am  assured  that  that  particular  document  is  not 
among  them.    I  do  not  need  to  assure  you  that  if  in  the  course  of  further 
examinations  it  is  found,  it  will  be  considered  as  belonging  to  you;  but 
I  have  little  hope  of  such  good  fortune." 

Among  the  many  original  letters  and  documents  pertaining  to  the 
Gettysburg  Address  in  the  Foundation  collection,  there  is  no  copy  of  Robert 
Lincoln's  letter  to  Richard  Watson  Gilder,  which  the  president's  son  requested 
Miss  Nicolay  to  read,  and  if  it  wet  with  his  approval,  to  post. 

Miss  ^icolay  replied  to  Robert  Lincoln  on  November  16,  1908: 

"This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  November  12,  and  inailed 
its  enclosure  to  Kr.  Gilder. 

"3ince  then  I  have  been  looking  through  the  envelopes  of  my  father's 
correspondence  with  the  Century  Co.  to  see  if  possibly  I  could  find  some  trace 
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at  this  end  of  the  sending  back  and  forth  of  the  ms.  Gettysburg  Adaress. 
The  only  thing  I  found  was  a  single  sentence  in  a  letter  of  Kr.  C.  C.  fcuel 
dated  October  3°,  1&93  in  which  he  said  »I  now  send  proofs  of  the  fac  simile 
of  the  draft  of  the  Gettysburg  Speech . 1 

"So  it  appears  to  have  been  in  New  York  at  that  time.  Of  course 
the  Century  Go's,  record  will  be  much  more  complete,  and  from  that  we  will 
learn  when  it  w^s  returned. 

"I  cannot  believe  that  the  ms.  is  permanently  lost.  If  it  is 
among  ay  papers  or  yours  it  will  of  course  come  to  light—and  if  it  has 
been  stolen,  it  is  too  important  a  document  to  remain  hidden  indefinitely. 

"I  only  hope  for  all  our  sakes,  that  the  mystery  will  soon  be 
cleared  up." 

iMeanwhiie  the  Century  Company,  upon  receiving  Robert  Lincoln's 
letter,  posted  about  the  middle  of  November,  instituted  a  3earch  through 
their  records  for  some  clue  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  valuable  manuscript. 
Their  conclusion  Mtti  that  they  had  never  at  any  time  had  possession  of  the 
original  document.    R.  W.  Gilder  wrote  iiobert  Lincoln  expression  that  idea 
on  November  20,  1908: 

"Xoura  of  November  18th  is  at  hand  and  I  hasten  to  say  that  we 
know  of  the  letter  of  'October  30th'  of  Mr.  Buel  and  have  examined  five 
others  from  him,  but  there  is  nothing  in  them  that  indicates  that  we  had 
the  original  in  our  possession.    The  facsimile  of  the  draft  is  referred 
to  and  never  the  original  manuscript,  nor  can  the  art  department  find  any 
record  of  our  ever  having  had  the  original.    If  we  did,  it  certainly  must 
have  been  immediately  sent  back. 
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"Mrs.  Marshall,  the  lady  who  had  charge,  at  that  time,  of  the 
artistic  materials  under  Mr.  Drake,  is  quit?  sure  that  if  so  important  a 
manuscript  had  passed  through  her  hands  she  would  remember  it, 

"V'e  cannot  tell  whether  a  facsimile  was  made  from  a  photograph 
or  from  the  original.    The  art  department  believes  that  it  was  from  a 
photograph  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Nicolay." 

Gilder,  a  day  later,  (November  21,  1906)  wrote  Helen  Nicolay, 
and  among  other  things  he  stated:     "we  have  made  a  ...  seai"ch  here  for  the 
Gettysburg  speech  ft  find  only  letters  referring  to  the  facsimile  of  the 
dr-ft  ft  the  art  department  seems  to  think  ve  never  had  anything  but  a 
photo  from  your  father— or  that  if  we  had  t\e  original  it  must  have  been 
at  once  put  again  in  his  hands.    I  don't  believe  he  ever  sent  it  to  us. 
V.e  have  written  Mr.  Robert  Lincoln  to  this  effect." 

Miss  Nicolay  replied  to  Mr.  Gilder  on  November  23 »  1908: 

"I  am  very  sorry  the  Century  search  for  a  trace  of  the  Gettysburg 
ms.  has  come  to  nought.    Of  course  I  knew  your  office  did  not  have  the  ms. 
—but  I  hopeci  something  would  be  found  that  might  shed  light  upon  the 
mystery— which ,  as  you  can  imagine,  troubles  me  deeply." 

Robert  Lincoln,  If  this  time  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  further 
proce.d,  and  he  wrote  Miss  Nicolay  on  November  23.  I'jO'o: 

"I  have  to-day  two  letters  from  Kr.  Gilder  of  the  Century  Company 
in  regard  to  the  missing  manuscript,  and  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  latest 
(see  Gilder  to  Lincoln,  November  20,  1905). 

•X  am  told  that  the  paper  is  certainly  not  among  those  which 
came  to  me  from  the  State  Department,  and  I  therefore  am  at  a  loss  in  what 
way  to  suggest  any  further  search." 
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The  next  development  in  the  search  for  the  missing  manuscript 
was  when  }>T8.  John  hay,  the  wife  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  mistakenly 
thought  she-  had  solved  the  mystery.    An  original  copy  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  was  found  in  her  husband's  papers.    Apparently  the  first  persons 
informed  were  kiss  tficolay,  hr.  Lincoln  and  Mr*  Gilder.    Thereupon  hiss 
Mcoiay  wrote  Robert  Lincoln  on  December  2,  1906: 

"Krs.  Bajr  tells  me  she  has  written  you  about  finding  the  Gettysburg 

Address . 

"I  need  not  tell  you  how  relieved  at  its  discovery  1  am.  The 
manner  of  its  discovery  shows  I  was  all  wrong  in  ay  belief  that  it  was 
given  to  my  father.    It  was  evidently  another  manuscript  to  which  mr.  hay 
referred  in  the  conversation  I  wrote  you  about. 

"I  am  aistressed  that  I  should  have  made  such  a  mistake  even 
unintentionally. " 

On  December  7  Clara  3.  Kay  wrote:     "Dear  Helen  -  I  just  tent 
y  u  a  rough  draft  of  ay  letter  to  Mr.  Gilder.    I  have  not  had  time  to 
copy  it.    I  hope  I  have  suiT iciently  eaten  humble  pie." 

On  December  7»  1906.  Mr.  Gilder  had  an  occasion  to  write  a  business 
letter  to  Helen  liicolay,  and  without  any  allusion  to  the  missing  address  he 
said:     "There  is  nothing  like  getting  things  right.    Irust  a  ilicolay  for 
that." 

This  statement  immediately  elicited  a  reply  (December  8,  1906) 
from  Miss  Kicolay: 

"If  you  (Mr.  Gilcier)  had  mailed  your  note  to  me  a  few  hours 
later  I  fear  you  would  not  have  written  'trust  a  Nicolay  for  that  ie. 
getting  things  right.'    But  please  in  spite  of  appearances  keep  on  trusting 
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a  Nicolay  for  wanting  A  — mlttg  to  get  things  right. 

"Mrs.  Ray 's  latter  telling  you  in  confidence  about  the  finding 
of  the  Gettysburg  ms.  must  ha^e  reached  you  this  morning.    I  wrote  a 
letter  to  you  on  the  same  subject  the  moment  she  told  me  of  its  discovery— 
but  at  ht-r  request  did  not  send  it  (note:    a  rough  copy  of  this  let.er 
03 tad  neceisiber  8,  1908  is  in  the  Foundation  files)  as  she  seemed  to  prefer 
not  to  tell  anybody  else  until  she  had  heard  from  Robert  Lincoln,  when 
she  found  out  yesterday  how  very  much  I  had  the  matter  at  heart,  she  wrote 
to  you  at  once  sending  me  a  copy  of  her  letter  after  she  had  mailed  it. 
It  was  sweot  and  generous  of  her,  but  the  dear  lad,/  has  missed  the  very 
central  point,  so  far  as  my  relation  to  the  matter  is  concerned. 

"This  of  course  is  that  I  have  told  you  and  Mr.  Robert  Lincoln 
and  General  V.ilson  as  a  positive  fact  something  that  this  discovery  proves 
to  be  wrong.    Of  course  I  did  it  in  good  faith  and  up  to  the  moment  of  the 
finding  of  this  ms.  bound  like  the  other  Lincoln  mss.  owned  by  Hr.  hay  I 
was  absolutely  certain  of  my  statement  about  the  missing  Gettysburg  Address 
— which  was  in  substance  this;  'At  the  time  of  my  father's  death  the 
Lincoln  mss.  were  in  his  custody,  as  soon  thereafter  as  feasible  1  turned 
them  over  to  Sec.  Kay  to  be  sent  on  to  Robt.  Lincoln.    Shortly  after  this 
Mr.  nay  asked  me  about  a  valuable  ms. -saying  it  was  my  father's  private 
property.    I  told  hits  I  had  none  of  the  Lincoln  mss.-  that  1  had  found 
one  or  two  apart  from  the  rest,  and  thinking  they  were  out  of  place  had 
put  them  with  the  others.*  The  mss.  were  then  at  the  State  Dept.  awaiting 
Kr.  Robt.  Lincoln's  orders.    I  asked  Mr.  Ray  to  have  a  search  made  for  the 
ms.  but  nothing  came  of  it.    I  have  thought  all  these  years,  that  the  ms. 
he  referred  zo  was  the  Gettysburg  Address.    This  find  of  Mrs.  Hay's  proves 
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that  to  have  been  impossible. 

"I  now  have  no  clue  to  what  ms.  it  was  -  and  no  assurance  that 
my  friends  of  the  Century,  and  others  to  whom  I  have  told  this  tale  will 
ever  believe  anything  I  say  again.    My  poor  little  reputation  for  historical 
accuracy  seems  to  have  gone  to  the  winds. 

"Kay  I  rely  on  you  as  a  friend  to  think  the  best  you  can  of  me/?" 

Gilder  was  quick  to  reassure  Miss  Nicolay  in  a  letter  dated 
December  9.  1908: 

"Really  -  .you  blame  yourself  -  when  I  don't  see  that  either  you 
or  Miss  Hay  should  blame  yourselves,  at  all. 

"Vie  were  thoro'  in  our  search  here  -  but  had  comparatively  little 
trouble.    Don't  think  about  it  any  more.    Ha  are  all  liable  to  mistakes 
and  things  are  always  getting  lost.    Hot  always  found'    That  is  the  point- 
now.  " 

On  December  9t  1908,  Robert  Lincoln  wrote  Miss  Nicolay:  "Upon 
my  return  from  a  short  absence,  I  find  your  note  in  regard  to  the  Gettysburg 
Address  manuscript,  and  at  the  same  time  a  note  from  Mrs.  Hay,  telling  me 
of  her  finding  it.    I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  it  has  been  found,  because 
it  is  so  interesting  a  memento  of  my  father,  that  it  would  be  a  pity  to 
have  it  disappear. 

"I  cannot  quite  understand  what  is  the  cause  of  Mrs.  Hay  writing 
me  so  penitent  a  letter  about  its  discover,/.    She  seems  to  have  been 
having  a  good  deal  of  bother  about  it,  and  to  have  repeatedly  said  that 
she  could  not  find  it.    I  had  not  written  to  her  at  all.  I  suppose  that 
perhaps  you  had  inquired  of  her  on  the  subject,  and  also  that  General 
James  Grant  Wilson  had  written  her.    Of  course,  Mrs.  Hay  cannot  be  at  all 
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at  fault  in  the  matter  for  not  discovering  at  once  a  docuinent,  the  existence 
of  which  she  did  not  know,  and  I  have  so  written  her." 

It  did  not  take  Helen  Micolay  long,  inquiring  historian  that  she 
was,  to  discover  that  Mrs.  Hay  had  found  in  her  husband's  papers  an" experi- 
mental draft"  of  the  address  and  not  the  "original"  copy.    On  December  12, 
1908  she  wrote  iirs.  Hay: 

"I  have  not  been  able  to  stop  thinking  about  it  and  the  result 
of  my  meditations  is  not  cheering.    I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
yours  is  not  the  'original  draft'  after  all— but  an  experimental  dreft 
(some  authorities  think  this  draft  of  thirty- three  lines  was  made  at 
Washington  sometime  before  his  departure  for  Gettysburg)  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
made  when  he  came  home  are  at  the  time  he  wrote  out  his  copy  for  the 
Haltimore  Four,    hy  reasons  are  these: 

1.  The  variations  from  the  facsimile  printed  by  my  father — 
both  in  the  position  of  words  on  the  line— and  the  lack 
of  letter  heading. 

2.  The  fact  stated  by  ray  father  (p.  5  of  the  magazine  article) 
that  he  saw  Mr.  Lincoln  write  out  the  latter  portion  in 
pencil,     (yours  is  ink)  on  a  piece  of  paper  different  in 
color  from  the  first  sheet.      If  he  saw  him  do  it  that 
must  be  the  first  draft. 

3.  On  p.  3  »»y  father  speaks  of  a  revised  copy  by  Mr,  Lincoln 
after  returning  to  Washington,    upon  a  careful,  comparison 
of  his  original  draft  with  the  printed  newspaper  version, 
and  his  own  recollection  of  the  exact  form  in  which  he 
delivered  it. 
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k.    The  bis.  you  found  the  other  day  is  probably  the  first  trial 
of  his  hand  at  a  revised  version.    The  Baltimore  Copy  the 
final  outcome  of  it.    You  will  notice  that  they  seem  to  be 
written  on  the  same  kind  of  paper. 
5.    This  theory  will  account  for  you  &  Mr.  Adams  thinking  you 
had  the  'Second  Gettysburg  Address1— coincides  with  my 
recollection  of  the  color,  looks  ie  of  the  ms.  my  father 
had — and  explains  (perhaps)  my  conversation  with  your 
husband  about  a  Lincoln  ms. 
"I  am  awfully  sorry,  but  after  milling  over  it  a  night  &  a  day 
I  see  no  other  conclusion.    I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  magazine  arti  cle— marked 
to  show  you  what  I  mean.    If  I  am  right  I  suppose  we  ought  to  do  some  more 
writing.    I  enclose  a  note  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and  one  to  Mr.  Gilder.    If  you 
approve,  please  mail  then.— with  or  without  a  word  from  you.w 

The  note  to  Mr.  Gilder  dated  December  12,  1908  follows: 
"On  closer  exami nation  the  Gettysburg  ms.  found  by  Mrs.  Hay  the 
other  day,  proves  to  be,  not  the  original  from  which  Mr.  Lincoln  read  his 
address  but  an  experimental  draft  made  after  his  return  to  Washington  when 
he  was  comparing  his  original  ms,  the  newspaper  version,  and  his  own 
recollection  of  the  precise  form  in  which  he  delivered  it— as  my  father 
notes  on  page  3  of  his  Century  article.    This  ms  of  Mrs.  Kay's  is  all  in 
ink.    The  latter  part  of  the  first  draft  was  in  pencil. 

"ao  the  original  is  as  much  lost  as  ever.    This  second  discovery 
gives  my  recollect  on  of  the  conversation  with  Secretary  Hay  about  a 
Lincoln  ms  another  'show1  for  veracity  —  But  I'd  rather  be  proved  wrongly 
by  the  original  ms  -  than  not  to  know  what  has  become  of  it." 
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Helen  Nicolay  wrote  Robert  Lincoln  a  letter  almost  identical 
to  the  one  addressed  to  Gilder,  except  in  closing  she  stated:     "V.e  have 
two  mysteries  on  our  hands  instead  of  one.    I  am  more  sorry  than  I  can 
express,  that  it  is  not  found  after  all." 

Mrs.  Hay  replied  to  Helen  Nicolay  on  a  mourning  card  with  a 
black  border  bearing  the  date  "Thursday  a.m."    She  wrote: 

"1  think  if  you  do  not  mind  I  will  wait  till  I  get  Mr,  Lincoln's 
answer  before  mailing  the  one  (letter)  to  Mr.  Gilder  as  I  had  asked  him 
in  so  many  words  not  to  say  who  had  it  (Gettysburg  address).    I  think  it 
is  only  fair  to  him  not  to  tell  Mr.  Gilder  yetf  I  shall  hope  to  get  a  letter 
today.    I  am  so  sorry  about  it  all— but  you  can  understand  that  the  error 
was  all  because  I  was  so  ignorant.    I  will  send  the  one  to  R.  T.  L." 

From  this  correspondence  it  is  plain  to  see  that  2  Ass  Nicolay 
considered  the  twenty-nine  line  version  of  the  Gettysburg  address  to  be 
the  "original"  draft.    However,  General  James  Grant  Wilson  perhaps  first 
asserted  that  "Mr.  Lincoln  made  a  fair  copy  of  the  Gettysburg  address 
( thirty- three  lines)  on  'two  sheets  of  plain  paper'  before  going  to 
Gettysburg,  and  meant  to  read  from  that,  but  left  it  at  home."  This 
statement  appeared  to  Kiss  Nicolay  as  open  to  question.    She  wrote  Albert 
H.  Griffith  on  July  2,  1923:     "It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  he  could 
know  this  to  be  a  fact.    I  prefer  my  father's  statement  as  being  an  eye 
witness . " 

For  several  years  the  "original"  address  remained  undiscovered, 
however,  Helen  Nicolay  gave  up  all  hope  of  its  ownership,  once  it  was 
found,  after  finding  in  her  father's  papers  a  copy  of  a  letter  he  had 
addressed  to  General  James  Grant  Vilson,  from  Holderness,  New  Hampshire, 
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dated  July  19,  1395.    Nicolay  stated:     "The  original  draft  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address,  of  which  I  published  a  facsimile  in  the  Century  eighteen  months  or 
two  years  ago,  is  in  Washington  in  my_  custody*    The  word  "custody"  in  this 
case  v;as  interpreted  to  indicate  non- owner  ship.    Miss  Nicolay  stated:  "Had 
my  father  considered  the  manuscript  his  personal  property  he  would  not  have 
written  "in  my  custody"  but  "in  ay  possession." 

As  to  the  conversation  ■d.th  John  Hty,  Miss  Nicolay  was  sure  she 
was  Mistaken.    In  a  letter  dated  October  20,  1923  addressed  to  Albert  H. 
Griffith  of  Fisk,  Wisconsin,  she  v;rote: 

"The  conversation  with  Mr.  Kay  took  place  very  soon  after  my 
father's  death,  at  a  time  when  I  was  both  physically  and  mentally  exhausted. 
We  were  discussing  many  Lincoln  manuscripts,  and  he  evidently  referred  to 
some  other  one,  not  to  the  Gettysburg  Address." 

In  a  "to  whom  it  may  concern"  statement  Kiss  Nicolay  prepared 
the  following: 

"From  1908  to  1916  there  was  considerable  uncertainty  and  much 
correspondence  abjut  the  whereabouts  of  the  original  copy  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address,  which  seemed  to  have  vanished  completely. 

"Mrs.  Kay  and  I  were  especially  distressed  about  it. 

"On  March  9,  1916  Mrs.  Alice  Hay  '.adsworth  (John  Hay's  daughter) 
and  I,  while  looking  over  manuscripts  in  her  possession,  found  that  all  the 
worry  had  been  needless,  for  Colonel  Hay  had  bound  the  original  draft  with 
Mr.  Lincoln's  final  version  in  the  sumptuous  red  morocco  he  used  for  his 
collection  of  important  mss. 

"A  few  days  later  Clarence  Hay  (a  son  of  John  Kay)  and  I  went 
together  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  v/here  I  saw  him  give  the  mss.  into 
the  hands  of  Herbert  Putnam,  who  was  then  librarian." 
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Kiss  Nicolsy  made  a  second  trip  to  the  Library  of  Congress  on 
April  11,  1916  at  ufciefa  time  she  presented  to  Herbert  Putnan,     the  Librarian 
of  Congress  a  "memorandum  drawn  up  by  president  Lincoln,  August  23,  186**-, 
c;nd  endorsed  by  each  member  of  his  cabinet,  acknowledging  the  duty  of 
cooperation  with  the  president-elect  to  save  the  Union  between  the  election 
and  the  inauguration." 

This  document  was  received  by  Miss  Hicolay  on  December  St,  IS 08 
from  Mrs.  Clara  S.  Hay  who  wrote: 

"As  I  think  you  have  been  cheated  out  of  your  share  of  the 
Lincoln  manuscripts,  T  want  you  to  accept  this  one  (memorandum,  August  23 ■ 
1664)  from  me  with  the  best  of  wishes  for  the  Holiday  season. 

■"If  when  you  will  want  it  no  more  y  u  would  like  to  bequeath  it 
to  my  children  you  may  do  so — but  it  is  for  your  very  own  till  then." 

On  the  day  of  the  presentation  of  the  "memorandum"  Kiss  Nicclay 
received  a  letter  from  Herbert  Putnam:     "Your  presentation  to  the  library 
this  morning,  of  the  memorandum  by  president  Lincoln,  mentioned  in  the 
enclosed  formal  acknowledgment,  co-incidently  with  the  presentation  by 
Hp.  Hay  and  his  sisters  of  the  two  drafts  of  the  Gettysburg  address  and 
of  the  original  draft  of  the  second  inaugural,  group  into  one  occasion 
what  I  have  expressed  to  Mr.  Hay  as  the  most  precious  individial  documents 
that  have  been  entrusted  to  me  since  I  took  offico,  seventeen  years  ago. 
An  event  such  as  this  adds  to  the  office  a  relish  upon  whi  on  T  need 
scarcely  expatiate;  and  I  could  not  refrain  from  adding  to  the  formal 
acknowledgment  this  more  personal  word  of  appreciation. 

"The  fact  that  the  memorandum  was  so  long  a  treasured  possession 
of  your  father  gives  of  course  an  additional  value  and  significance  to  it, 
which  will  attach  to  it  permanently." 
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Editor's  Note:    Five  different  original  versions  of  the  Gettysburg  Address 
are  extant.    The  First  and  Fecond  Drafts  of  tventy-nine  lines  and  thirty- 
three  liner  respectively  are  the  property  of  the  Library  of  Congress.  The 
Third  Draft  of  thirty-one  lines  is  the  property  of  The  Illinois  State 
Fistorical  Library  and  the  Fourth  Draft  of  thirty-one  lines  has  been  acquired 
by  Cornell  University.    The  Fifth  Draft  of  thirty-seven  lines  is  sometimes 
designated  as  "the  standard  version"  because  it  represents  president 
Lincoln's  final  judgment  as  to  the  content  of  the  address.    At  an  auction 
sale  held  on  April  27,  19^9»  Oscar  B.  Cintas  of  Favana,  Cuba,  purchased 
the  Fifth  Draft  for  |5*,000. 
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SOME  CORRESPONDENCE  REGARDING  A  MISSING  COPY  OF 

THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 


The  February  1894  issue  of  the  Century  Magazine 
contained  an  article  by  John  G.  Nicolay  entitled  "Lin- 
coln's Gettysburg  Address."  This  well  written  and  factual 
account  of  one  of  the  most  important  and  dramatic 
episodes  of  Lincoln's  life  created  considerable  interest  in 
1894  and  is  today  con- 
sidered an  important 
reference  source  by  a 
reputable  historian. 

John  Nicolay  illus- 
trated his  article  with 
a  facsimile  of  Lin- 
coln's Gettysburg  Ad- 
dress which  consisted 
of  twenty-nine  lines. 
This  copy  of  the  orig- 
inal address  appears 
on  two  sheets  of 
paper  and  was  the  one 
believed  to  be  held  in 
Lincoln's  hand  during 
its  delivery.  The  first 
page  of  the  manu- 
script was  written  in 
ink  on  a  sheet  of  the 
White  House  letter 
paper,  and  was  car- 
ried by  Lincoln  in  his 
pocket  when  he  went 
to  Gettysburg.  The 
second  part  was  writ- 
ten with  a  pencil  on  a 
bluish-foolscap  paper, 
at  Gettysburg,  in  the 
house  of  Judge  David 
Wills,  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  the  ad- 
dress was  delivered. 

On  January  19, 1894 
Judge  Wills,  having 
heard  that  Nicolay 
was  writing  an  arti- 
cle about  the  Gettys- 
burg Address,  wrote 
him  as  follows:  "Judge 
McClean  told  me  last 
evening  that  it  was 
announced  that  you 
were  preparing  an 
article  on  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's address  at  Get- 
tysburg. Years  ago  I 
wrote  out  the  facts  I 
knew  about  it  and 
they  were  published 
in  some  of  the  news- 
papers. My  family 
was  fully  acquainted 
with  these  facts  (Mrs. 
W.  now  being  dead) 
and  Mr.  DuBarry  the 
Genl.  Supt.  of  the  N. 
C.  R.  R.  who  brought 


Lincoln  and  his  Secretaries 
Meserve  No.  56 

A  photograph,  with  the  background  painted  in,  made  by  Alexander 
Gardner  on  November  8,  1863.  John  G.  Nicolay,  Lincoln's  private 
secretary  is  seated  to  the  President's  right  and  John  Hay,  the  assistant 
private  secretary  is  shown  standing  to  the  President's  left.  The  artist 
placed  spectacles  in  Lincoln's  hands,  while  Nicolay  holds  a  quill  pen, 
items  not  appearing  in  the  original  photograph. 


Mr.  Lincoln  to  Gettysburg  in  his  car  and  was  with  him 
from  the  time  he  left  Washington  until  he  reached  here 
and  stayed  with  me  all  the  time  Mr.  Lincoln  was  with 
me.  I  send  you  the  enclosed  which  may  give  you  some 
light." 

The  enclosed  type- 
written article  signed 
by  Wills  follows: 

"INyas  President  of 
the  Soldiers'  Nation- 
al Cemetery  Associa- 
tion at  Gettysburg, 
having  organized  the 
Association  in  July 
1863,  shortly  after  the 
Battle. 

"I  had  charge  of  all 
the  arrangements  for 
the  dedication  of  the 
Cemetery,  and  it  was 
on  my  official  invita- 
tion that  President 
Lincoln  came  to  Get- 
tysburg on  that  oc- 
casion. Edward  Ever- 
ett, who  had  been 
selected  to  deliver  the 
oration,  preceeded  the 
President  several 
days,  and  was  my 
guest.  I  also  invited 
the  President  to  my 
house  and  he  arrived 
there  on  the  evening 
of  the  18th  of  Novem- 
ber,  1863.  After 
spending  part  of  the 
evening  in  the  parlors 
he  retired  to  his  room. 
He  had  his  colored 
servant,  William,  with 
him.  Between  nine  and 
ten  o'clock  the  Presi- 
dent sent  his  servant 
to  request  me  to  come 
to  his  room.  I  went 
and  found  him  with 
paper  prepared  to 
write,  and  he  said 
that  he  had  just  seated 
himself  to  put  upon 
paper  a  few  thoughts 
for  the  to-morrow's 
exercises,  and  had  sent 
for  me  to  ascertain 
what  part  he  was  to 
take  in  them,  and 
what  was  expected  of 
him.  After  a  full  talk 
on  the  subject  I  left 
him.  About  eleven 
o'clock  he  sent  for  me 
again,    and    when  I 
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went  to  his  room  he  had  the  same  paper  in  his  hand,  and 
asked  me  if  he  could  see  Mr.  Seward.  I  told  him  Mr. 
Seward  was  staying  with  my  neighbor,  next  door,  and  I 
would  go  and  bring  him  over.  He  said  'No,  I'll  go  and 
see  him.'  He  went  and  I  went  with  him  and  Mr.  Lincoln 
carried  the  paper  on  which  he  had  written  his  speech 
with  him,  and  we  found  Mr.  Seward  and  I  left  the  Presi- 
dent with  him.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  Mr.  Lincoln 
returned  with  the  same  paper  in  his  hand.  The  next  day 
I  sat  by  him  on  the  platform  when  he  delivered  his 
address,  which  has  become  immortal,  and  he  read  it  from 
the  same  paper  on  which  I  had  seen  him  writing  it  the 
night  before.  He  afterwards  made  a  copy  of  it,  of  which 
I  have  a  fac  simile  and  have  had  a  photograph  of  it  taken. 
There  are  but  two  or  three  changes  in  this  copy  from 
that  as  taken  by  the  stenographers  on  the  day  it  was 
read  from  the  platform." 

As  early  as  September  10,  1885,  Judge  Wills  had  writ- 
ten to  Richard  Watson  Gilder,  the  editor  of  the  Century 
his  recollection  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  visit: 

"I  have  several  times  seen  the  statement  in  print  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  wrote  his  Gettysburg  speech  on  the  cars  on 
the  way  from  Washington  to  Gettysburg,  and  as  this  is 
not  the  fact  I  propose  to  write  an  article  for  your  journal 
and  give  all  the  facts  about  it. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  was  my  guest  when  here  on  that  occasion 
and  the  speech  was  written  here  in  my  house  and  I  am 
familiar  with  all  the  facts  about  its  preparation,  as  I 
was  president  of  the  Soldiers  National  Cemetery  which 
he  came  here  to  assist  in  dedicating.  He  conferred  with 
me  all  about  it.  I  know  all  about  its  preparation  and  all 
he  said  to  me  about  it. 

"Besides  I  have  a  fac  simile  of  a  copy  of  the  speech 
which  he  afterwards  made  and  which  I  could  have  photo- 
graphed so  that  it  would  be  lithographed  and  inserted  in 
your  magazine  with  that  article.  This  would  also  give 
the  public  an  exact  copy  of  the  speech  because  there  are 
slightly  different  variations  of  it  published. 

"Shall  I  prepare  such  an  article  and  will  you  publish 
it?" 

As  an  afterthought  Wills  added  this  (postscript)  "Ex- 
Gov.  Curtin  knows  the  speech  was  written  in  my  house 
as  he  was  here  at  the  time." 

Mr.  Gilder  apparently  submitted  to  Nicolay  the  Wills 
letter  of  September  10,  1885.  Nicolay  answered  Gilder 
in  a  letter  dated  September  19,  1885: 


"The  other  letter  (from  Mr.  David  Wills)  is  of  more 
interest.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Lincoln  wrote  the  Gettysburg 
address  (but  in  part  only)  in  his  house.  The  original  ms. 
is  now  lying  before  my  eyes.  Half  of  it  is  written  with 
ink  on  a  half  sheet  of  letter  paper;  this  the  president 
wrote  in  Washington  and  brought  in  his  pocket.  The 
other  half  in  pencil,  on  a  half  sheet  of  foolscap  (diplo- 
matic size) ;  this  he  wrote  in  Mr.  Wills  house,  and  I  was 
with  him  at  the  time.  The  copy  which  Mr.  Wills  has  is 
one  of  several,  of  the  revision  which  Lincoln  made  after 
his  return  to  Washington.  I  have  also  the  ms.  notes  of 
the  revision  before  me. 

"Mr.  Wills  therefore  is  not  familiar  with  all  the  facts; 
all  that  he  has  which  is  new  is  probably  only  what  he 
recollects  that  Mr.  Lincoln  said  to  him.  This  might  or 
might  not  be  useful  in  completing  or  rounding  out  our 
knowledge — it  will  probably  add  nothing  very  material. 

"(In  your  reply  to  Mr.  Wills  do  not  give  him  my  data. 
You  may  use  your  judgment  as  to  the  advisability  of 
bringing  out  his.)" 

On  January  20,  1894  Nicolay  acknowledged  Judge 
Wills' letter: 

"Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  note  of  the 
19th  inclosing  your  account  of  incidents  relating  to  Mr. 
Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address. 

"My  twenty  years  experience  of  somewhat  minute 
examination  and  criticism  of  war  history  has  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  me  the  conviction  how  liable  we  all  are  to 
error  in  our  recollection  of  detailed  incidents  which  oc- 
curred thirty  years  ago.  Of  course  all  that  any  of  us  can 
do  is  to  honestly  state  our  impressions  and  the  written 
contemporary  record  is  the  only  reliable  arbiter  of  differ- 
ences. 

"My  account  relating  to  the  Gettysburg  address  will, 
I  believe  be  printed  in  the  coming  February  number  of 
the  Century.  I  think  you  will  find  upon  a  careful  reading 
of  it  that  there  is  no  necessary  inconsistency  between 
what  I  have  there  written  and  your  relation  in  your  in- 
closure.  Your  account  relates  to  what  occurred  in  the 
evening,  and  mine  relates  to  what  occurred  next  morning. 
Both  may  be  substantially  true,  except  that  perhaps  Mr. 
Lincoln  in  the  evening  only  made  hasty  notes  of  the 
closing  portion  of  his  address,  which  he  copied  more  de- 
liberately in  my  presence  next  morning." 

As  Nicolay  had  been  one  of  Lincoln's  private  secre- 
taries everyone  surmised  that  read  the  article  that  the 
"battlefield  copy"  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  which  was 
reproduced  in  the  February  1894  issue  of  Century  was 
the  property  of  the  author — a  gift  from  the  Sixteenth 
President. 


John  Hay 

November,  1904 


LINCOLN  LORE 


3 


There  the  matter  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  original 
manuscript  rested  until  after  Nicolay's  death  on  Sep- 
tember 27,  1901,  when  an  unsuccessful  search  was  made 
for  the  valuable  document. 

On  October  31,  1908  General  James  Grant  Wilson  wrote 
to  Miss  Helen  Nicolay,  the  daughter  of  the  distinguished 
author: 

"May  I  be  permitted  to  ask  who  is  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  the  precious  original  manuscript  of  the 
Gettysburg  address  at  present.  I  understand,  in  your 
keeping?  My  purpose  in  making  the  inquiry  is  to  learn  if 
it  can  be  obtained  for  a  Lincoln  Loan  Exhibition,  con- 
templated by  the  Centenary  Committee  appointed  by  the 
mayor  of  New  York,  of  which  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Choate  is 
the  chairman.  If  for  any  reason,  the  owner  of  the  price- 
less relic  does  not  desire  his  or  her  name  made  public, 
it  may  be  confided  to  me  confidentially,  and  with  a  view 
to  preferring  the  above  mentioned  request.  The  celebra- 
tion occurs  in  Feby.  1909.  Is  my  impression  correct,  that 
Mr.  Lincoln's  address  is  written  in  ink  on  two  half  sheets 
of  white  note  paper?" 

On  November  3,  1908,  Helen  Nicolay  answered  General 
Wilson  with  the  following  letter: 

"I  very  much  wish  I  could  answer  your  question  as  to 
the  whereabouts  of  the  original  ms.  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address.  It  was  given  by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  my  father,  and 
should  now  belong  to  me  as  his  heir. 

"When  a  search  was 
made  for  it  after  my 
father's  death  it  could 
not  be  found.  My  im- 
pression is  that  it  was 
put  inadvertently  a- 
mong  the  mss.  which 
did  not  belong  to  my 
father  but  were  only 
in  his  custody.  They 
were  returned  to  their 
owner  the  Hon.  Robert 
Lincoln  shortly  after 
my  father's  death. 

"I  did  not  know  at 
that  time  the  Gettys- 
burg ms.  belonged  to 
my  father  personally 
but  was  told  so  by 
Secretary  Hay  several 
weeks  after  the  trans- 
fer had  been  made. 
The  boxes  containing 
the  mss.  were  then 
stored  at  the  State 
Dept.  and  I  asked  him 
to  have  the  search 
made — which  as  before  stated  was  fruitless. 

"For  obvious  reasons  I  hesitated  to  go  to  Mr.  Robert 
Lincoln  after  the  boxes  were  sent  to  him,  and  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  go  through  them  myself. 

"I  am  still  hoping  to  find  the  precious  ms.  among  my 
father's  papers — but  as  yet  its  whereabouts  is  a  mystery. 

"I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  father's  article  on  the  Gettys- 
burg Address  which  answers  the  question  you  ask  about 
the  paper  on  which  it  was  written." 

Three  days  after  Helen  Nicolay  wrote  General  Wilson, 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  addressed  a  letter  to  her  dated  Novem- 
ber 6,  1908: 

"We  are  having  a  good  many  inquiries  at  this  time 
about  matters  relating  to  my  father;  and  I  venture  to 
trouble  you  to  ask  whether  you  know  where  the  original 
manuscript  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  is,  which  your 
father  used  in  "The  Century"  article  in  February,  1894, 
which  I  recently  had  reprinted  as  you  know.  He  must 
have  had  it  at  the  time,  because  there  are  lithographic 
copies  of  the  two  separate  parts  of  the  address." 

In  answer  to  Robert  Lincoln,  Helen  Nicolay  wrote  on 
November  9,  1908:  "I  do  not  know  where  the  original 
ms.  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  is.  It  is  a  mystery  that 
has  puzzled  and  distressed  me  for  a  long  time.  Now  that 
you  have  asked  me  I  am  going  to  tell  you  the  whole 
story. 

"As  you  are  aware  the  Lincoln  mss.  were  in  my  father's 
custody  at  the  time  of  his  death.  As  soon  as  possible 
thereafter  I  turned  them  over  to  Sec.  Hay  to  be  restored 
to  you. 
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"I  did  not  at  that  time  know,  what  Mr.  Hay  told  me 
shortly  after  the  transfer  was  made — that  your  father 
gave  my  father  the  original  ms.  of  the  Gettysburg  Ad- 
dress— and  that  it  was  therefore  his  private  property. 
I  immediately  searched  among  his  papers  but  failed  to 
find  it.  I  had,  from  the  moment  of  Mr.  Hay  telling  me, 
an  impression  more  or  less  indistinct  of  finding  an  im- 
portant Lincoln  ms.  (which  one  I  cannot  say)  in  a  place 
apart  from  the  rest — thinking  it  was  out  of  its  place 
and  putting  it  with  the  others. 

"I  told  Mr.  Hay  this,  and  asked  him  (he  having  the 
keys  to  the  boxes  which  were  then  at  the  State  Dept.) 
to  have  a  search  made.  How  thorough  his  search  was,  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing.  It  resulted  in  nothing. 

"After  the  boxes  were  returned  to  you,  (I)  naturally 
hesitated  to  go  to  you  and  ask  to  be  allowed  to  go 
through  the  boxes  in  the  hope  of  extracting  one  of  the 
most  valuable  documents.  So  the  matter  has  rested  just 
there.  Every  time  I  work  among  my  father's  papers  I 
hope  to  find  it — and  failing  that  I  hope  it  is  in  your 
possession. 

"I  am  very  glad  of  a  chance  to  tell  you  how  the  matter 
stands." 

Robert  Lincoln  replied  to  Miss  Nicolay  on  November 
12,  1908: 

"I  have  your  note  of  November  9th,  and  am  very 
sorry  indeed  to  learn  that  you  do  not  know  where  the 

original  manuscript 
of  the  'Gettysburg 
Address'  now  is. 
While  I  did  not  know 
it,  I  supposed,  what 
you  tell  me,  that  my 
father  had  given  it  to 
your  father.  I  did  not 
wish,  of  course,  in  any 
way  to  obtain  it  for 
myself,  but  I  thought 
it  might  be  an  inter- 
esting object  in  the 
temporary  exhibition 
which  is  to  be  made  in 
New  York  City  on  the 
anniversary  of  his 
birth  next  year. 

"It  is  of  course  a 
very  interesting  paper 
among  those  con- 
nected with  my 
father's  history,  and 
I  am  very  sorry  that 
it  cannot  now  be 
found.  As  I  have  been 
a  number  of  times  in 
communication  with  Mr.  Gilder  of  the  Century  Company 
about  various  matters,  I  have  therefore  written  him  a 
letter,  which  I  enclose  to  you,  and  which  explains  itself. 
If  you  approve  of  its  going  forward,  I  beg  that  you  will 
kindly  post  it.  It  may  be  that  in  that  way  it  can  be  traced. 
It  would  seem  perfectly  clear  that  the  Century  people 
must  have  had  it  to  make  the  lithographic  copies,  and  as 
I  have  said  to  Mr.  Gilder,  their  files  ought  to  show  what 
they  did  with  it  afterwards,  as  it  is  not  likely  that  your 
father  transacted  the  business  with  them  orally. 

"The  papers  that  you  sent  Mr.  Hay  have  been  in  my 
possession  here  (Chicago)  for  a  good  while,  and  have 
been  gone  over,  as  it  is  thought,  piece  by  piece,  and  I  am 
assured  that  that  particular  document  is  not  among  them. 
I  do  not  need  to  assure  you  that  if  in  the  course  of 
further  examinations  it  is  found,  it  will  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  you;  but  I  have  little  hope  of  such  good 
fortune." 

Among  the  many  original  letters  and  documents  per- 
taining to  the  Gettysburg  Address  in  the  Foundation 
collection,  there  is  no  copy  of  Robert  Lincoln's  letter  to 
Richard  Watson  Gilder,  which  the  President's  son  re- 
quested Miss  Nicolay  to  read,  and  if  it  met  with  her 
approval,  to  post. 

Miss  Nicolay  replied  to  Robert  Lincoln  on  November 
16,  1908: 

"This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  November  12, 
and  mailed  its  enclosure  to  Mr.  Gilder. 

"Since  then  I  have  been  looking  through  the  envelopes 
of  my  father's  correspondence  with  the  Century  Co.  to 
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see  if  possibly  I  could  find  some  trace  at  this  end  of  the 
sending  back  and  forth  of  the  ms.  Gettysburg  Address. 
The  only  thing  I  found  was  a  single  sentence  in  a  letter 
of  Mr.  C.  C.  Buel  dated  October  30,  1893  in  which  he  said 
'I  now  send  proofs  of  the  fac  simile  of  the  draft  of  the 
Gettysburg  Speech.' 

"So  it  appears  to  have  been  in  New  York  at  that  time. 
Of  course  the  Century  Co's.  record  will  be  much  more 
complete,  and  from  that  we  will  learn  when  it  was  re- 
turned. 

"I  cannot  believe  that  the  ms.  is  permanently  lost.  If 
it  is  among  my  papers  or  yours  it  will  of  course  come 
to  light — and  if  it  has  been  stolen,  it  is  too  important  a 
document  to  remain  hidden  indefinitely. 

"I  only  hope  for  all  our  sakes,  that  the  mystery  will 
soon  be  cleared  up." 

Meanwhile  the  Century  Company,  upon  receiving 
Robert  Lincoln's  letter,  posted  about  the  middle  of 
November,  instituted  a  search  through  their  records  for 
some  clue  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  valuable  manu- 
script. Their  conclusion  was  that  they  never  at  any 
time  had  possession  of  the  original  document.  R.  W. 
Gilder  wrote  Robert  Lincoln  expressing  that  idea  on 
November  20,  1908: 

"Yours  of  November  18th  is  at  hand  and  I  hasten  to 
say  that  we  know  of  the  letter  of  'October  30th'  of  Mr. 
Buel  and  have  examined  five  others  from  him,  but  there 
is  nothing  in  them  that  indicates  that  we  had  the  original 
in  our  possession.  The  fac  simile  of  the  draft  is  referred 
to  and  never  the  original  manuscript,  nor  can  the  art 
department  find  any  record  of  our  ever  having  had  the 
original.  If  we  did,  it  certainly  must  have  been  im- 
mediately sent  back. 

"Mrs.  Marshall,  the  lady  who  had  charge,  at  that  time, 
of  the  artistic  materials  under  Mr.  Drake,  is  quite  sure 
that  if  so  important  a  manuscript  had  passed  through  her 
hands  she  would  remember  it. 

"We  cannot  tell  whether  a  facsimile  was  made  from  a 
photograph  or  from  the  original.  The  art  department 
believes  that  it  was  from  a  photograph  sent  to  us  by  Mr. 
Nicolay." 

Gilder,  a  day  later,  (November  21,  1908)  wrote  Helen 
Nicolay,  and  among  other  things  stated:  "We  have  made 
a  .  .  .  search  here  for  the  Gettysburg  speech  and  find  only 
letters  referring  to  the  facsimile  of  the  draft  and  the  art 
department  seems  to  think  we  never  had  anything  but  a 
photo  from  your  father — or  that  if  we  had  the  original  it 
must  have  been  at  once  put  again  in  his  hands.  I  don't 
believe  he  ever  sent  it  to  us.  We  have  written  Mr.  Robert 
Lincoln  to  this  effect." 

Miss  Nicolay  replied  to  Mr.  Gilder  on  November  23, 
1908: 

"I  am  very  sorry  the  Century  search  for  a  trace  of  the 
Gettysburg  ms.  has  come  to  nought.  Of  course  I  knew 
your  office  did  not  have  the  ms. — but  I  hoped  something 
would  be  found  that  might  shed  light  upon  the  mystery — 
which,  as  you  can  imagine,  troubles  me  deeply." 

Robert  Lincoln,  by  this  time  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  to  further  proceed,  and  he  wrote  Miss  Nicolay  on 
November  23,  1908: 

"I  have  to-day  two  letters  from  Mr.  Gilder  of  the 
Century  Company  in  regard  to  the  missing  manuscript, 
and  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  latest  (see  Gilder  to  Lin- 
coln, November  20,  1908). 

"I  am  told  that  the  paper  is  certainly  not  among  those 
which  came  to  me  from  the  State  Department,  and  I 
therefore  am  at  a  loss  in  what  way  to  suggest  any 
further  search." 

The  next  development  in  the  search  for  the  missing 
manuscript  was  when  Mrs.  John  Hay,  the  wife  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  State,  mistakenly  thought  she  had 
solved  the  mystery.  An  original  copy  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  was  found  in  her  husband's  papers.  Apparently 
the  first  persons  informed  were  Miss  Nicolay,  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  Mr.  Gilder.  Thereupon  Miss  Nicolay  wrote  Robert 
Lincoln  on  December  2,  1908: 

"Mrs.  Hay  tells  me  she  has  written  you  about  finding 
the  Gettysburg  Address. 

"I  need  not  tell  you  how  relieved  at  its  discovery  I  am. 
The  manner  of  its  discovery  shows  I  was  all  wrong  in  my 
belief  that  it  was  given  to  my  father.  It  was  evidently 
another  manuscript  to  which  Mr.  Hay  referred  in  the 
conversation  I  wrote  you  about. 


"I  am  distressed  that  I  should  have  made  such  a  mis- 
take even  unintentionally." 

On  December  7  Clara  S.  Hay  wrote:  "Dear  Helen — I 
just  sent  you  a  rough  draft  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Gilder. 
I  have  not  had  time  to  copy  it.  I  hope  I  have  sufficiently 
eaten  humble  pie." 

On  December  7,  1908,  Mr.  Gilder  had  an  occasion  to 
write  a  business  letter  to  Helen  Nicolay,  and  without  any 
allusion  to  the  missing  address  he  said:  "There  is  noth- 
ing like  getting  things  right.  Trust  a  Nicolay  for  that." 

This  statement  immediately  elicited  a  reply  (December 
8,  1908)  from  Miss  Nicolay: 

"If  you  (Mr.  Gilder)  had  mailed  your  note  to  me  a  few 
hours  later  I  fear  you  would  not  have  written  'trust  a 
Nicolay  for  that  ie.  getting  things  right.'  But  please  in 
spite  of  appearances  keep  on  trusting  a  Nicolay  for 
wanting  and  meaning  to  get  things  right. 

"Mrs.  Hay's  letter  telling  you  in  confidence  about  the 
finding  of  the  Gettysburg  ms.  must  have  reached  you  this 
morning.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  you  on  the  same  subject  the 
moment  she  told  me  of  its  discovery — but  at  her  request 
did  not  send  it  (note:  a  rough  copy  of  this  letter  dated 
December  8,  1908  is  in  the  Foundation  files)  as  she 
seemed  to  prefer  not  to  tell  anybody  else  until  she  had 
heard  from  Robert  Lincoln.  When  she  found  out  yester- 
day how  very  much  I  had  the  matter  at  heart,  she  wrote 
to  you  at  once  sending  me  a  copy  of  her  letter  after  she 
had  mailed  it.  It  was  sweet  and  generous  of  her,  but  the 
dear  lady  has  missed  the  very  central  point,  so  far  as  my 
relation  to  the  matter  is  concerned. 

"This  of  course  is  that  I  have  told  you  and  Mr.  Robert 
Lincoln  and  General  Wilson  as  a  positive  fact  something 
that  this  discovery  proves  to  be  wrong.  Of  course  I  did  it 
in  good  faith  and  up  to  the  moment  of  the  finding  of  this 
ms.  bound  like  the  other  Lincoln  mss.  owned  by  Mr.  Hay 
I  was  absolutely  certain  of  my  statement  about  the  miss- 
ing Gettysburg  Address — which  was  in  substance  this; 
'At  the  time  of  my  father's  death  the  Lincoln  mss.  were 
in  his  custody,  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible  I  turned 
them  over  to  Sec.  Hay  to  be  sent  on  to  Robt.  Lincoln. 
Shortly  after  this  Mr.  Hay  asked  me  about  a  valuable 
ms. — saying  it  was  my  father's  private  property.  I  told 
him  I  had  none  of  the  Lincoln  mss. — that  I  had  found 
one  or  two  apart  from  the  rest,  and  thinking  they  were 
out  of  place  had  put  them  with  the  others.'  The  mss. 
were  then  at  the  State  Dept.  awaiting  Mr.  Robt.  Lincoln's 
orders.  I  asked  Mr.  Hay  to  have  a  search  made  for  the 
ms.  but  nothing  came  of  it.  I  have  thought  all  these  years, 
that  the  ms.  he  referred  to  was  the  Gettysburg  Address. 
This  find  of  Mrs.  Hay's  proves  that  to  have  been  im- 
possible. 

"I  now  have  no  clue  to  what  ms.  it  was — and  no  as- 
surance that  my  friends  of  the  Century,  and  others  to 
whom  I  have  told  this  tale  will  ever  believe  anything  I 
say  again.  My  poor  little  reputation  for  historical  ac- 
curacy seems  to  have  gone  to  the  winds. 

"May  I  rely  on  you  as  a  friend  to  think  the  best  you 
can  of  me?" 

(To  be  continued  in  the  December,  1957  issue.) 
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(Continued  from  the  November,  1957  Issue) 

Gilder  was  quick  to  reassure  Miss  Nicolay  in  a  letter 
dated  December  9,  1908: 

"Really — you  blame  yourself — when  I  don't  see  that 
either  you  or  Mrs.  Hay  should  blame  yourselves,  at  all. 

"We  were  thoro'  in  our  search  here — but  had  compara- 
tively little  trouble.  Don't  think  about  it  any  more.  We 
are  all  liable  to  mistakes  and  things  are  always  getting 
lost.  Not  always  found.  That  is  the  point — now." 

On  December  9,  1908,  Robert  Lincoln  wrote  Miss  Nico- 
lay: "Upon  my  return  from  a  short  absence,  I  find  your 
note  in  regard  to  the  Gettysburg  Address  manuscript, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  note  from  Mrs.  Hay,  telling  me 
of  her  finding  it.  I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  it  has  been 
found,  because  it  is  so  interesting  a  memento  of  my 
father,  that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  have  it  disappear. 

"I  cannot  quite  understand  what  is  the  cause  of  Mrs. 
Hay  writing  me  so  penitent  a  letter  about  its  discovery. 
She  seems  to  have  been  having  a  good  deal  of  bother 
about  it,  and  to  have  repeatedly  said  that  she  could  not 
find  it.  I  had  not  written  to  her  at  all.  I  suppose  that 
perhaps  you  had  inquired  of  her  on  the  subject,  and  also 
that  General  James  Grant  Wilson  had  written  her.  Of 
course,  Mrs.  Hay  cannot  be  at  all  at  fault  in  the  matter 
for  not  discovering  at  once  a  document,  the  existence  of 
which  she  did  not  know,  and  I  have  so  written  her." 

It  did  not  take  Helen  Nicolay  long,  inquiring  historian 
that  she  was,  to  discover  that  Mrs.  Hay  had  found  in 
her  husband's  papers  an  "experimental  draft"  of  the  ad- 
dress and  not  the  "original"  copy.  On  December  12,  1908 
she  wrote  Mrs.  Hay: 

"I  have  not  been  able  to  stop  thinking  about  it  and 
the  result  of  my  meditations  is  not  cheering.  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  yours  is  not  the  'original  draft' 
after  all — but  an  experimental  draft  (some  authorities 
think  this  draft  of  thirty-three  lines  was  made  at  Wash- 
ington immediately  before  or  after  Lincoln's  departure  for 
Gettysburg)  that  Mr.  Lincoln  made  when  he  came  home 
or  at  the  time  he  wrote  out  his  copy  for  the  Baltimore 
Fair.  My  reasons  are  these: 

1.  The  variations  from  the  facsimile  printed  by  my 
father — both  in  the  position  of  words  on  the  line — 
and  the  lack  of  letter  heading. 

2.  The  fact  stated  by  my  father  (p.  5  of  the  magazine 
article)  that  he  saw  Mr.  Lincoln  write  out  the 
latter  portion  in  pencil,  (yours  is  ink)  on  a  piece 
of  paper  different  in  color  from  the  first  sheet.  If 
he  saw  him  do  it  that  must  be  the  first  draft. 

3.  On  p.  3  my  father  speaks  of  a  revised  copy  by  Mr. 
Lincoln  after  returning  to  Washington,  upon  a 
careful  comparison  of  his  original  draft  with  the 
printed  newspaper  version,  and  his  own  recollection 
of  the  exact  form  in  which  he  delivered  it. 

4.  The  ms.  you  found  the  other  day  is  probably  the 
first  trial  of  his  hand  at  a  revised  version.  The 
Baltimore  Copy  the  final  outcome  of  it.  You  will 
notice  that  they  seem  to  be  written  on  the  same 
kind  of  paper. 

5.  This  theory  will  account  for  you  and  Mr.  Adams 
thinking  you  had  the  'Second  Gettysburg  Address' 
■ — coincides  with  my  recollection  of  the  color,  looks 

ie.  of  the  ms.  my  father  had — and  explains  (per- 
haps) my  conversation  with  your  husband  about  a 
Lincoln  ms. 

"I  am  awfully  sorry,  but  after  milling  over  it  a  night 
and  a  day  I  see  no  other  conclusion.  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
the  magazine  article — marked  to  show  you  what  I  mean. 
If  I  am  right  I  suppose  we  ought  to  do  some  more  writ- 
ing. I  enclose  a  note  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and  one  to  Mr.  Gilder. 
If  you  approve,  please  mail  them — with  or  without  a 
word  from  you." 

The  note  to  Mr.  Gilder  dated  December  12,  1908  fol- 
lows: 

"On  closer  examination  the  Gettysburg  ms.  found  by 
Mrs.  Hay  the  other  day,  proves  to  be,  not  the  original 
from  which  Mr.  Lincoln  read  his  address  but  an  experi- 
mental draft  made  after  his  return  to  Washington  when 
he  was  comparing  his  original  ms.  the  newspaper  version, 
and  his  own  recollection  of  the  precise  form  in  which  he 


delivered  it— as  my  father  notes  on  page  3  of  his  Century 
article.  This  ms.  of  Mrs.  Hay's  is  all  in  ink.  The  latter 
part  of  the  first  draft  was  in  pencil. 

"So  the  original  is  as  much  lost  as  ever.  This  second 
discovery  gives  my  recollection  of  the  conversation  with 
Secretary  Hay  about  a  Lincoln  ms  another  'show'  for 
veracity — But  I'd  rather  be  proved  wrongly  by  the  orig- 
inal ms. — than  not  to  know  what  has  become  of  it." 

Helen  Nicolay  wrote  Robert  Lincoln  a  letter  almost 
identical  to  the  one  addressed  to  Gilder,  except  in  closing 
she  stated:  "We  have  two  mysteries  on  our  hands  in- 
stead of  one.  I  am  more  sorry  than  I  can  express,  that  it 
is  not  found  after  all." 

Mrs.  Hay  replied  to  Helen  Nicolay  on  a  mourning  card 
with  a  black  border  bearing  the  date  "Thursday  a.m." 
She  wrote: 

"I  think  if  you  do  not  mind  I  will  wait  till  I  get  Mr. 
Lincoln's  answer  before  mailing  the  one  (letter)  to  Mr. 
Gilder  as  I  had  asked  him  in  so  many  words  not  to  say 
who  had  it  (Gettysburg  address).  I  think  it  is  only  fair 
to  him  not  to  tell  Mr.  Gilder  yet.  I  shall  hope  to  get  a 
letter  today.  I  am  so  sorry  about  it  all — but  you  can 
understand  that  the  error  was  all  because  I  was  so 
ignorant.  I  will  send  the  one  to  R.  T.  L." 

From  this  correspondence  it  is  plain  to  see  that  Miss 
Nicolay  considered  the  twenty-nine  line  version  of  the 
Gettysburg  address  to  be  the  "original"  draft.  However, 
General  James  Grant  Wilson  perhaps  first  asserted  that 
"Mr.  Lincoln  made  a  fair  copy  of  the  Gettysburg  address 
(thirty-three  lines)  on  'two  sheets  of  plain  paper'  before 
going  to  Gettysburg,  and  meant  to  read  from  that,  but 
left  it  at  home."  This  statement  appeared  to  Miss  Nicolay 
as  open  to  question.  She  wrote  Albert  H.  Griffith  on 
July  2,  1923:  "It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  he  could 
know  this  to  be  a  fact.  I  prefer  my  father's  statement 
as  being  an  eye  witness." 

For  several  years  the  "original"  address  remained  un- 
discovered, however,  Helen  Nicolay  gave  up  all  hope  of 
its  ownership,  once  it  was  found,  after  finding  in  her 
father's  papers  a  copy  of  a  letter  he  had  addressed  to 
General  James  Grant  Wilson,  from  Holderness,  New 
Hampshire,  dated  July  19,  1895.  Nicolay  stated:  "The 
original  draft  of  the  Gettysburg  Address,  of  which  I 
published  a  facsimile  in  the  Century  eighteen  months 
or  two  years  ago,  is  in  Washington  in  my  custody.  The 
word  "custody"  in  this  case  was  interpreted  to  indicate 
non-ownership.  Miss  Nicolay  stated:  "Had  my  father 
considered  the  manuscript  his  personal  property  he 
would  not  have  written  "in  my  custody"  but  "in  my 
possession." 


Helen  Nicolay 
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Brown  Brothers 


Richard  Watson  Gilder 

As  to  the  conversation  with  John  Hay,  Miss  Nicolay 
was  sure  she  was  mistaken.  In  a  letter  dated  October 
20,  1923  addressed  to  Albert  H.  Griffith  of  Fisk,  Wis- 
consin, she  wrote: 

"The  conversation  with  Mr.  Hay  took  place  very  soon 
after  my  father's  death,  at  a  time  when  I  was  both 
physically  and  mentally  exhausted.  We  were  discussing 
many  Lincoln  manuscripts,  and  he  evidently  referred  to 
some  other  one,  not  to  the  Gettysburg  Address." 

In  a  "to  whom  it  may  concern"  statement  Miss  Nicolay 
prepared  the  following: 

"From  1908  to  1916  there  was  considerable  uncer- 
tainty and  much  correspondence  about  the  whereabouts 
of  the  original  copy  of  the  Gettysburg  Address,  which 
seemed  to  have  vanished  completely. 

"Mrs.  Hay  and  I  were  especially  distressed  about  it. 

"On  March  9,  1916  Mrs.  Alice  Hay  Wadsworth  (John 
Hay's  daughter)  and  I,  while  looking  over  manuscripts 
in  her  possession,  found  that  all  the  worry  had  been 
needless,  for  Colonel  Hay  had  bound  the  original  draft 
with  Mr.  Lincoln's  final  version  in  the  sumptuous  red 
morocco  he  used  for  his  collection  of  important  mss. 

"A  few  days  later  Clarence  Hay  (a  son  of  John  Hay) 
and  I  went  together  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  where  I 
saw  him  give  the  mss.  into  the  hands  of  Herbert  Putnam, 
who  was  then  librarian." 

Miss  Nicolay  made  a  second  trip  to  the  Library  of 
Congress  on  April  11,  1916  at  which  time  she  presented 
to  Herbert  Putnam,  the  Librarian  of  Congress  a  "mem- 
orandum drawn  up  by  President  Lincoln,  August  23, 
1864,  and  endorsed  by  each  member  of  his  cabinet, 
acknowledging  the  duty  of  cooperation  with  the  presi- 
dent-elect to  save  the  Union  between  the  election  and 
the  inauguration." 

This  document  was  received  by  Miss  Nicolay  on  De- 
cember 24,  1908  from  Mrs.  Clara  S.  Hay  who  wrote: 

"As  I  think  you  have  been  cheated  out  of  your  share 
of  the  Lincoln  manuscripts,  I  want  you  to  accept  this 
one  (memorandum,  August  23,  1864)  from  me  with  the 
best  of  wishes  for  the  Holiday  season. 

"If  when  you  will  want  it  no  more  you  would  like  to 
bequeath  it  to  my  children  you  may  do  so — but  it  is  for 
your  very  own  till  then." 

On  the  day  of  the  presentation  of  the  "memorandum" 
Miss  Nicolay  received  a  letter  from  Herbert  Putnam: 
"You  presentation  to  the  library  this  morning,  of  the 
memorandum  by  President  Lincoln,  mentioned  in  the 
enclosed  formal  acknowledgment,  co-incidently  with  the 
presentation  by  Mr.  Hay  and  his  sisters  of  the  two  drafts 
of  the  Gettysburg  address  and  of  the  original  draft  of 
the  second  inaugural,  group  into  one  occasion  what  I  have 
expressed  to  Mr.  Hay  as  the  most  precious  individual 


documents  that  have  been  entrusted  to  me  since  I  took 
office,  seventeen  years  ago.  An  event  such  as  this  adds 
to  the  office  a  relish  upon  which  I  need  scarcely  ex- 
patiate; and  I  could  not  refrain  from  adding  to  the 
formal  acknowledgment  this  more  personal  word  of  ap- 
preciation. 

"The  fact  that  the  memorandum  was  so  long  a  treas- 
ured possession  of  your  father  gives  of  course  an  addi- 
tional value  and  significance  to  it,  which  will  attach  to 
it  permanently." 

Editor's  Note:  Five  different  original  versions  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  are  extant.  The  First  and  Second  Drafts  of  twenty-nine  lines 
and  thirty-three  lines  respectively  are  the  property  of  the  Library 
of  Congress.  The  Third  Draft  of  thirty-one  lines  is  the  property  of 
The  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  and  the  Fourth  Draft  of  thirty- 
one  lines  has  been  acquired  by  Cornell  University.  The  Fifth  Draft 
of  thirty-seven  lines  is  sometimes  designated  as  "the  standard 
version"  because  it  represents  President  Lincoln's  final  judgment  as 
to  the  content  of  the  address.  At  an  auction  sale  held  on  April  27, 
1949,  the  late  Oscar  B.  Cintas  of  Havana,  Cuba,  purchased  the  Fifth 
Draft  for  $54,000. 

LINCOLN'S  FORTUNE 

With  the  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln  reports  were 
circulated  that  the  late  president  left  a  handsome  estate. 
The  Albany  Atlas  and  Argus  published  an  article  which 
was  reprinted  in  the  New  York  Weekly  Tribune,  April 
22,  1865  stating  that  Lincoln  was  a  millionaire. 

According  to  the  editor  of  the  Neiv  York  Weekly 
Tribune  the  publication  of  such  a  claim  was  a  violation 
of  "Decency  In  Journalism."  The  article  was  reprinted 
as  an  example  of  an  editor  who  was  more  distinguished 
for  malignity  than  ability.  The  Atlas  and  Argus  reprint 
follows : 

"An  exchange,  commenting  upon  the  corruptions  of 
the  'Honest  Old  Abe'  Administration,  makes  the  follow- 
ing severe  but  suggestive  criticism :  That  a  poor  lawyer- 
whose  note  for  $10,000  no  safe,  prudent  business  house 
would  have  discounted  before  his  election,  receiving  only 
a  salary  of  $25,000  per  annum-should,  in  four  short 
years  have  become  a  millionaire,  worth,  according  to 
some  rumors,  $25,000,000,  is  a  suggestive  fact. 

"Such  profits,  or  anything  like  them,  could  come  only 
from  direct  or  indirect  fleecing  of  the  people  by  sharing 
in  the  robberies  and  stealings  of  subordinates,  and  by 
using  his  official  information  for  purposes  of  speculation 
at  the  expense  of  the  people  and  the  fact  that  the  parties 
guilty  of  such  crimes,  who  have  not  shrewdness  enough 
in  them  are  discovered,  when  convicted  are  generally 
released,  after  a  brief  experience  of  confinment,  by  the 
'clemency'  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  still  more  suggestive." 

Commenting  editorially  the  editor  of  the  New  York 
Weekly  Tribune  wrote:  "The  form  of  this  libel  evinces 
the  perfect  consciousness  of  its  author  that  he  is  at  once 
a  coward  and  a  villian.  .  .  There  are  outrages  on  public 
decency  so  gross  as  to  invoke  general  scorn  and  loathing, 
and  the  worst  of  them  are  habitually  and  willfully  per- 
petrated by  The  Albany  Atlas.  If  the  editor  were  told 
today  'you  can  have  everything  President  Lincoln  owns 
for  a  hundredth  part  of  what  you  represent  him  to  be 
worth,'  he  would  doubtless  decline  the  offer." 

The  July  1,  1865  issue  of  the  Supplement  to  the 
(Hartford)  Courant  carried  an  article  on  "Mr.  Lincoln's 
Estate"  expressing  the  idea  that  the  wild  rumors  of  the 
late  president's  fortune  were  circulated,  obviously,  to 
discourage  the  efforts  now  in  the  making  to  provide  a 
competency  for  his  family.  The  editor  of  the  Courant 
Supplement  wrote:  "When  Mr.  Lincoln  left  Springfield, 
he  had  saved  but  a  few  thousand  dollars  from  the  prac- 
tice of  'lis  profession.  During  his  presidential  term  un- 
usually heavy  drains  were  made  upon  his  purse,  while 
prices  averaged  fifty  percent,  above  prices  of  ordinary 
times.  It  is  preposterous  to  suppose  that  he  saved  much 
out  of  his  salary.  While  the  people  offer  their  private 
testimonials,  it  is  certainly  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
appropriate  his  salary  for  the  unexpired  term  to  his 
family.  This  was  done  in  the  case  of  President  Harrison 
and  Taylor,  and  the  reasons  are  quadrupled  for  doing 
the  same  now." 

David  Davis,  the  administrator  of  the  Lincoln  estate 
filed  his  report  on  November  13,  1868.  Under  the  skillful 
handling  of  the  administrator  the  net  estate  of  $83,343.70 
had  increased  to  $110,974.62.  While  Lincoln  was  not  a 
millionaire,  his  estate  was  not  small  even  by  present  day 
standards.  In  1868  $111,000  was  real  wealth. 
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December  3,  3£6o* 


Mr,  Truman  Swing, 
1805  Pine  St,, 
Philadelphia,  Pa* 

Dear  Truman: 

In  my  hectic  effort  yesterday  to  brief  you  on  as  many  facets  of 
our  Blumhaven  collection  and  displays  as  possible,  I  neglected  to 
call  your  attention  to  one  item  -which  I  was  particularly  anxious 
to  have  you  look  up. 

Col,  John  P.  Nicholson  was  Chairman  of  the  Gettysburg  National  Park 
Commission  in  190$.    Be  was  also  a  member  of  your  organization. 
Ids  have,  in  our  Library,  a  complete  correlated  file  of  his 
correspondence,  including  a  number  of  autograph  letters  to 
Col,  Nicholson  from  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,    This  is  a  terrifically 
interesting  file,  with  newspaper  clippings  and  original  proceedings 
of the  Congress  in  connection  with  the  Gettysburg  address. 

The  letter  I  wanted  to  call  to  your  attention  is  from  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  written  on  July  l6th,  1920,  from  "Hildene, Manchester,  ?t," 
to  Col,  John  P.  Nicholson*    The  letter  says  that  Mr,  Lincoln  had  seen 
a  letter  from  Mr,  F.  L.  Hitchcock,  of  Scranton,  Pa,,  which  appeared 
in  the  New  York  Herald,  and  the  New  York  Sun,  "in  connection  with 
my  father's  Gettysburg  address  in  which  he  says  (Hitchcock)  that  the 
identical  paper  which  my  father  used  in  delivering  the  address  is 
among  the  archives  of  the  Loyal  Legion  at  Philadelphia** 

Mr,  Lincoln  then  went  on  to  say  that  for  many  years  he  desired  to  know  what 
became  of  that  original  paper.    Then  Mr,  Lincoln  goes  on  and  says: 
"It  is  believed,  I  have  no  doubt  correctly,  that  my  father  presented 
this  paper  to  Mr,  Nicholson  before  his  death,  so  that  he  was  the  owner 
of  it,  but  we  have  never  been  able  to  find  it  a;nong  ray  father* s  papers, 
nor  in  the  papers  of  Mr,  Nicholson,  nor  is  there  any  record  which  can 
be  found  fay  his  daughter,  who  is  herself  a  well  known  author,  indicating 
what  disposition  Mr*  Nicholson  made  of  it*" 

I  do  not  have  a  copy  of  Col.  Nicholson's  reply  to  Mr,  Lincoln,  nor  any 
further  information*    This  is  a  tremendously  important  matter.    If  you 
have  one  of  the  holograph  copies  of  Mr*  Lincoln's  address  at  Gettysburg  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  as  far  as  net  worth  is  concerned,  the 
fifth  copy  of  this  address  was  sold  at  auction  in  New  York  to  a  Cuban 
sugar  planter  in  1953  for  $&,000.00*    A  copy  that  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
was  looking  for  is  worth  double  that*    wasn't  Col,  Nicholson  one  of  the 
Ccramanders  of  the  Legion? 

141th  kind  regards,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 


HB/B 


HERMAN  BLUM 


Who  Stole  the  Gettysburg  Address? 

MARTIN  P.  JOHNSON 

The  Gettysburg  Address  was  missing.  The  "battlefield  draft"  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  taken  from  his  coat  as  he  looked  across  the 
freshly  dug  graves  on  November  19, 1863,  the  two  pages  written  in 
the  president's  own  hand  and  completed  the  morning  of  the  great 
speech,  the  document  that  dedicated  the  nation  to  "a  new  birth  of 
freedom,"  had  disappeared. 

It  was  1908,  and  in  anticipation  of  celebrations  marking  the  cente- 
nary of  the  slain  president's  birth  in  1809,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  had 
vainly  searched  for  the  original  manuscript  of  the  speech  among 
the  papers  inherited  from  his  father.  The  document  had  last  pub- 
licly surfaced  in  1894,  when  John  G.  Nicolay,  President  Lincoln's 
personal  secretary  and  later  custodian  of  the  Lincoln  papers,  had 
published  an  article  about  the  Gettysburg  Address  that  included  a 
facsimile.1  Nicolay  had  died  in  September  1901,  so  Robert  turned 
to  Nicolay's  daughter,  Helen  Nicolay.  "We  are  havino-  a  ct^a  ~~  

innnirioo  »Ui— 

•,  k,  •  the  Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection  at  the 
SSESE  SSS.  -  Wayne,  Indiana 

For  contact  infonnation,  go  to  .^X^^n^^ 


1.  "Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address,"  Century  Magazine  47  (February  1894):  596- 
608.  The  author  welcomes  correspondence  on  the  Gettysburg  Address:  slOmpjl 
@y  ahoo.com. 

2.  R.  T.  Lincoln  to  H.  Nicolay,  November  6,  1908,  and  H.  Nicolay  to  R.  T.  Lincoln, 
November  9,  1908,  in  "Some  Correspondence  Regarding  a  Missing  Copy  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address,"  part  1,  Lincoln  Lore,  no.  1437  (November  1957),  3. 
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